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Conclusion [33]
The thirty-two nymphs, curst to be statuettes, releast from the curse
SOUTHERN RECENSION OF 33
Once more the statue said to King Bhoja: " O King Bhoja, such a
king was Vikramaditya. But you also are no commonplace man; both
you and he are incarnations of Nara and Narayana [both forms or
emanations of Visnu as Supreme Spirit]. At this present time there
is no king superior to you, since you are very pure of conduct, skillful
in all the arts, and distinguisht by magnanimity and other virtues. By
your grace we thirty-two statues have now been releast from trouble;
our curse has been lifted." And Bhoja said: " How did your curse
occur ? Tell me the story of its origin." When he said this the statue
replied: "Hear, O king. We were thirty-two divine nymphs, com-
panions of Parvatl, and were placed very high in her regard. Hear our
names one by one. [10-17]
[For the names, see page 261.]
One time as we were seated upon a priceless throne, the Supreme Lord
[Qiva] glanst at us with wanton affection. The goddess Parvatl saw
him, and in her anger she curst us, saying: ' Become lifeless statues
and be attacht to Indra's throne.5 Then we fell down before her and
begged for a release from the curse. The goddess's heart became moist
with nectar of pity, and she said: 'When this throne shall have been
brought to earth by Vikramaditya, and when he, after ruling upon the
throne for many years, shall have died, this throne will be buried in a
certain pure spot of earth. And after this it will come into the hands of
King Bhoja. He will take it to his city and have it set up; and when
he tries to mount it he will enter into conversation with you. And then
you will tell to Bhoja Vikramarka's Adventures, whereupon there shall
be an end to your curse.' Therefore we are pleased with you; choose a
wish." King Bhoja said: "What is there lacking to me? 1 have a com-
plete store of riches. Nevertheless for the sake of others 1 will choose
something. Whatever mortals shall hear or recite Vikram&rka's Ad-
ventures, let their might, majesty, glory, fortitude, magnanimity, and
the like be increast. Let these Adventures be eternal and indestructible
upon the surface of the earth. To those who hear them> let there be no
danger from spirits, ghosts, goblins, female vampires and hobgoblins,
pestilences, demons, and the,like. Let there be also np danger to them
from serpents and other (reptiles)." The statues said: "Bong Bhoja,